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Local Wisdom of Woalan Husbandry (Thai Native Cattle)

in Phetchaburi Province
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Abstract

Local Wisdom of Woalan Husbandry (Thai native cattle) in Phetchaburi has been studied by
analyzing and synthesizing for the local knowledge. The datas were collected by specic sample rand-
omized design and in depth-interview. Five key person in performing Woalan racing were interviewed.
Focus groups were performed. The 85 participants were composed of at least 10 key persons from
each Amphoe, which have more that 10 years-experience in Woalan, sush as head of racing team
and local wisdom. The aspect of this study is covered the local wisdom in Woalan Husbandry which
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involved the criteria for selection and identication of cattle, castration. The tools for this research were
composed of questionares, camera and recorder. The datas were collected, synthesized summarized
as descriptive, and then were proofed by triangulation. Two main points of local wisdom were studied.
The rst is criteria for selection and identication of cattle. Selection of cattle is searching for the bulls
that have the physical appearance which served for workload, strong and nimbly. Identications were
based on the shape and printing pattern of the bull’'s nose, which related with the identication of cat-
tle in international standard. The hair whorl was related with the believed of local people. The second,
the method of castration by local wisdom was based on the same concept of castration in modern
- day, by destroying the the spermatic cords. The local wisdom used medicinal plants which have anti-
inammation as pharmacologic properties in the active ingredients. From this point, the local wisdom of
Woalan Hasbandry is not only the identity of Phetchaburi province, but still stand for searching with
the concept of basic science.

Keyword: woalan husbandry, castration, ball’'s nose, hair whorl, medicinal plants
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Figure1. Four nose patterns classied by Local Wisdom: A. groove shape, B. V-shape,

C. tortoise-back shape, D. buttery shape

B Groove shape
B \V-shape
® Tortoize-back shape

B Butterfly shape

Figure 2. Percentage of four nose pattern founded in 692 cattles in Phetchaburi province
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Figure 4. The processes of castration. A;The cattle was restrained by laying down on the oor.

B; The farmer use his thumb and nger of both hands to dene the position of spermatic cords.

C; The farmer used dried vine to wrap up surround the stalk of scrotums. D; The farmer

used pestle stick lay under the stalk of scrotums. E; The farmer used a wood stick and then

hammering on the stalk of scrotums. F; The farmer used traditional prescribe which

composed of Zingiber cassumunar Roxb and sodium chloride mixed together to decresed

an inflammation
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Figure 5. The site for castration by burdizzo [22]

Figure 7. Castration methods by using hammering

stalk of scrotum by using burdizzo [24]
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Figure 6. Testis, epididymis, and ductus
deferens [23]

Figure 8. castration methods by. crushing on the
stalk of scrotum by using burdizzo [24]
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